
 

 



Hi there! 

 

Congratulations on your engagement and thank you for visiting our website to 

find out about Unity Wedding DJs 

 

You are now embarking on planning the most exciting event of your life! 

 

This free PDF guide will help you think about what you want from your evening 

reception—from layout to food to dancefloor. Everything is covered to try and 

give you a bit of a helping hand—we know it is a difficult event to plan! 

 

We would obviously love you to book with us, but the advice within this guide 

will help you with any entertainment you choose to confirm for your event. 

 

If there is anything we haven’t covered or you would like some further advice, 

please do not hesitate to contact us—we love to chat all things wedding! 

 

Good luck! 

 

Adam and Ca rol Roast 



When should I start looking for my evening entertainment? 

In our experience, your evening reception entertainment should be booked as 

soon as possible. The best suppliers will book 18-36 months in advance and so 

leaving them until the last minute could mean they are no longer available for 

your big day! Unity Wedding DJs work around 24 months in advance and   

sometimes longer! 

 

 

 

 

 

What should I book? 

We hear this regularly (mainly at wedding fairs as people try to avoid eye    

contact)  

”We’re booking a band” 

Let us be the first to say that some bands are amazing! If we had been able to 

afford a band for our own wedding then we absolutely would have. However, 

that is often the big issue with bands. The cost. 

You should remember that your DJ is one person and depending on the size of 

the band you are selecting you may have to multiply your DJ price by 2 or event 

3 times for the same duration of entertainment  

It is also important to consider the style of band you are looking to book. Are 

they a band that everyone will get up to? Are they a ‘dancing band’ or a 

‘listening band’? If they will only play songs that people will listen to then the  

atmosphere at your reception will be flat and disappointing . 

Finally, you need to consider what they band do before and after their set as 

well as during their break. They can be an amazing band but have nothing 

prepared for the ‘quiet’ times and this is when your atmosphere drops and 

guests consider leaving. Most bands will offer to play music in this time but this 

will be a pore-arranged playlist which you may have very little control over. 



What is the usual price for a DJ? 

Everyone knows a DJ—but not everyone knows a good DJ! 

It can vary from £100 to sometimes over £1000! 

Your £100 DJ will have a limited knowledge of music, will probably do it as a 

hobby and will have bought much of the equipment from Maplin before it went 

‘online only’  

DJ’s around the £250-£300 mark will have more experience but may still have a 

limited knowledge of different genres, may have limited or older equipment and 

may tend to play at particular venues 

Unity Wedding DJ’s sit here—We are a family business with all the necessary 

insurances,  over 10 years experience of wedding DJing in Dorset and over 20 

in total. We are award-winning DJs who play at venues throughout the county 

and are recommended by many. Our price sits around the £400-£500 mark and 

for that we can guarantee modern equipment, a thorough and comprehensive 

musical knowledge and the opportunity to talk to us in advance about your 

wedding day. 

There are also the DJ’s who will charge between £500-£1000 for their       

packages—these are often DJ’s who do this as a full time job and who travel the 

country to play. Consider whether a DJ at this price is worth the cost increase—

especially as some of them you won’t be able to meet with to discuss your plans. 

How do I find a good DJ? 

Recommendations are key! 

Ask your venue if the recommend any particular DJs . However, consider that 

these DJs may pay to be on the venue’s ‘suppliers list’ (there is one local venue 

which has such a list!)  

The best supplier to ask is your photographer—they are independent, work with 

the DJ during the first dance, and are the only supplier us DJs get to talk to! 

Websites such as ‘Hitched.co.uk’ and ‘needadisco.com’ are great for finding DJs 

but remember that unless a couple has used that website to book the DJ, they 

cannot leave a review on there. Search their name on Google and find reviews 

on social media or their own website to help you. 

For over a hundred recommendations of Unity Wedding DJs—click here 

https://www.unityweddingdjs.co.uk/testimonials.html


Questions to ask a DJ 

Lets start with the basics… 

• Are you available on… 

• What is the total cost? (be careful of ‘additional costs’) 

• Have you ever played at ……..before?| 

These questions are a great place to start 

Then you should delve a little deeper into the company you are talking to… 

• How long have you been a DJ? 

• Are you the DJ that will come to our wedding? (some companies send a   

random!) 

• What equipment do you have and will it be suitable for my venue? 

• Can you provide me with a contract for my booking as well as Public        

Liability Insurance and PAT (electrical) testing documents? 

• Do you have back up equipment?  

• What do you do if my DJ is ill on the day? 

We love it when we get to talk about our own musical tastes too—maybe ask 

the company which music THEY like listening to! (for us it is UK Garage, R’n’B and 

the Foo Fighters!) 

 

To find out more about Unity Wedding DJs, take a look here 

https://www.unityweddingdjs.co.uk/about-unity-wedding-djs.html


What will the DJ want to know from you? 

• What is the access in and out of the venue like? (We want to know how 

many stairs we have to climb!) 

• What time do you plan on starting and finishing? (often the cost for a post-

midnight finish will be a little more) 

• What type of music do you listen to normally? (this gives a DJ a clue as to 

what your reception might be like) 

• Does the venue have a sound limiter? (Which cuts of the electricity if the 

sound gets too loud—that could be singing, clapping or the DJ!) 

• How many guests do you plan on having? (depending on the venue this could 

mean a change in equipment for a DJ) 



What about the food? 

There are lots of things to consider when it comes to food—sometimes your 

chosen catering can make or break your evening reception! 

• If you choose food which requires cutlery then this also requires sitting down 

which means no dancing—it is very difficult for any DJ to keep an 

atmosphere going when all your guests sit down to eat! 

• If you choose catering outside (like a pizza van, hog roast etc.) then consider 

how you are going to get your guests back inside—often they will stay 

outside and enjoy the weather if they go outside to eat! 

• Where is the food being served? If guests have to leave the room to get 

food then how will you make sure they return? 

• Try not to over-cater for your guests . If you give them too much food then 

they won’t want to get up and dance—no matter how good the songs are! 

Other Entertainment? 

There are so many options for entertainment either instead of, or working 

alongside, a DJ. 

• Photobooths—consider where they will go in your venue, will they be in the 

way in certain places, will the DJ lights interfere with them? Do you have 

enough guests to get full use of them? 

• Magicians—perfect for the gap between the wedding breakfast and 

evening reception. 

• Garden Games/Crazy Golf—a great idea but can often mean your guests 

remain outside and your DJ becomes background music. 

• Bands—see out comments before. We love working with bands but there is 

a cost element which can sometimes be a problem. 

• LOVE Letters—a great addition to your evening. Make sure you confirm the 

total cost including delivery when you book! 



1. Your guests will be where you are. If you are on the dancefloor then your 

guests will be too! 
 

 

2. First dance? It isn't as worrying as you imagine. The average photographer 

requires 60-90 seconds to get some fantastic shots of you both – then a DJ can 

get your guests to join you then to take the pressure off you. Alternatively, you 

can have the whole song for you. It is your choice! 
 

 

3. Don't stress about your evening timeline – your venue may say they need spe-

cific timings but the best DJ's are very flexible. 
 

 

4. Depending on your venue, try to make sure the DJ is visible – not in a random 

corner! A visible DJ can read the room and make sure your guests are enjoying 

themselves. 
 

 

5. Photobooth or other entertainment? Try to make sure they are in the same 

room as the dancefloor -you want to keep everyone together 

 

 

6. Choose songs for a playlist which are significant to you and your guests 

would like. It isn't about choosing what you think other people will want – the DJ 

will want everyone to enjoy the soundtrack to your evening! 
 

 

7. When picking your music don't go mad, 20-30 songs is plenty. Let your DJ do 

the hard work for you. 
 

 

8. Do you have older guests? Try to make sure they don't choose seating near 

the speakers – you want them to enjoy their evening too! 
 

 

9. Leave your guests wanting more – a midnight finish is usually plenty and will 

mean that people will go home happy. It is not your job to entertain them until 

1 or 2 am! 
 

 

10. 81% of wedding guests say the thing they remember most about the day is 

the entertainment – don't cut corners on it!! 

10 tips for the perfect wedding reception! 



With thanks to  

Darren Lovell Photography 

www.darrenlovellphotography.co.uk & 

One Thousand Words Photography 

www.onethousandwords.co.uk 

 

For much of the photography contained in this PDF 

 

Unity Wedding DJs 

www.unityweddingdjs.co.uk 

Telephone: 01202 929456 

Mobile: 07340 261601 



 

“Our experience with Adam has 

been professional, friendly and 

incredibly fun. Everyone 

commented on how brilliant the 

music was and how there wasn’t a 

quiet moment on the dancefloor. 

We genuinely felt like we’d made a 

friend with Adam” 

Noel and Becca—2019 


